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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
It is common in nation states worldwide for the ethno-cultural relations of groups in their jurisdiction to be rife with tensions and conflict. The
end of the cold war and the spread of globalisation have intensified and spread the social, political and economic changes that had already been
evident for several decades. The result is that resurgence is now an even more visible and compelling theme for social scientists, particularly in
the political domain.
Ethnicity of itself does not cause violent conflict. For the most part, ethnic groups peacefully pursue their interests in society through political or
other lawful channels. At times, however, acute social uncertainty and the fear of the future may make ethnic groups emerge as one of the major
fault-lines along which societies start to disintegrate. Today ethnic pluralism, competitiveness and primordial antagonism appear to be the factors
that most often cause ethnic conflicts and violence. The rate of increase of political or military interference in many parts of the world, and the
escalation of ethnic and intra-ethnic strife, may be partly attributed to differences in ethnic composition.
In some states like Belgium, Austria, Poland, the United States, Canada, Brazil, Cuba, China, Togo, Benin, Malawi or Tanzania this escalation
may be less salient than in others such as Nigeria, the Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Peru, Colombia, Yugoslavia or the
Mediterranean region (Cyprus-Greece-Turkey), where fragmentation of power is evident in weak and corrupt structures, some of them legacies
of colonialism.
This preface, however, is about the study of problems in Nigeria: protracted ethnic tension and the intermittent resurgence of disintegration. This
study combines some key ideas and questions by looking at them from many perspectives, with the intention of informing or reminding readers
about the ethnic problems in Nigeria. This task is complicated because there are many ways of studying, explaining and keeping up to date with
this field of study. There are differences between frameworks and empirical realities that will be examined.
The approach of my study is eclectic, but I have avoided presenting an ethnicity framework as a fixed or essentially primordial concept. Some of
my explanations are related to the wider tradition of socio-biology, as described by van den Berghe, and to nationalism, which I presume to be
inadequate to do justice to the political groupings of ethnic allegiances in Nigeria.
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